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Since September 11, 2001, concern in the United States has increased about potential terrorist attacks involving the 
use of chemical agents.  The national focus of a potential chemical terrorism event is typically overt, involving a 
large explosion, dissemination of chemical or biological agents as aerosols, or volatile liquids.  Recent cases 
involving intentional or inadvertent contamination of food or product tampering with chemicals have also 
highlighted the need for health-care providers and public health officials to be alert for patients in their 
communities who have signs and symptoms consistent with chemical exposures.  
  
 
Goal 
To increase the likelihood that health-care 
providers will recognize a chemical-release--
related illness and that public health authorities 
will implement the appropriate emergency 
response and public health actions. 
 
Objectives 
Upon successful completion of the program, 
participants will be able to describe: 

• Epidemiologic clues that might suggest the 
covert release of a chemical agent 

• Public health strategies for responding to 
the release of a chemical agent 

• Reporting requirements when a chemical 
release is suspected 

 
Intended Audience 

• Health-care providers, particularly first 
receivers 

• Federal, state, and local public health 
• Emergency management officials. 

 
Presenters 
LCDR Manish Patel, MD, MSc. 
Medical Toxicologist, Division of Environmental 
Hazards and Health Effects, National Center for 
Environmental Health, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
 
LCDR Martin Belson, MD 
Medical Toxicologist, Division of Environmental 
Hazards and Health Effects, National Center for 
Environmental Health, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
 
Webcast Information 
This program will be webcast live and also will be 
available for viewing after August 5, 2004.  To 
access the live or archived webcast, go to 
http://www.phppo.cdc.gov/phtn/webcast/chemical 
-exp on or after August 5 at 12:00 noon and click 
on “View Webcast.”  Webcast technical 
assistance is available at 800-728-8232 only 
during the live webcast. [International callers - 
dial 404-639-1289]. 
 
For a fax copy of this factsheet, contact the CDC 
Fax Information System at 888-232-3299 (or 877-
232-1010 for the hearing impaired).  When 
prompted, enter document #130033 and a return 
fax number. 
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